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thinking   that   even   in   their   bodies  it  might   do   them
harm.

Of those whom they caught alive, especially the captains,
they used to tie the hands and feet, throw them down on

How the Indians poured melted gold down the throats of the Spaniards.
the ground, and pour gold into their mouth, saying: " Eat,
eat gold, Christian;" J and the more to ill-treat and disgrace
them, with knives made of flint, some cut off an arm, some
a shoulder, others a leg, and then roasting it on the embers,
eat it, dancing and singing, suspending the bones in their
temples, or in the houses of their chiefs, as trophies of
victory.
All the enterprises of Pedrarias proving unlucky, Valboa
laughed at and mocked him, whereat the governor became
so irate, that they came to serious contention. And the
bishop seeing the growing discord between them, exerted
every possible endeavour to modify their anger and restore
1 This cruel, but almost justifiable act, is represented by Theodore
de Bry on a larger plate ; with additional torments. (Trans.}
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